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The city of universities is as chic asifis smart.
By Christine Muhlke

when Ally McBeal creatar David E. Kelley
decided to make his modernda
miniskirted TVseries heroine a Hurvurji
educated Boston attorney, mare than a few had
lo wonder what an earth he was thinking. Most
still associate Boston with the wodd in the Henry
James novel The Bostonians: proper, staid, resis
tont fo chenge. Those images have endured. Bul
just as Boston was in the avantgarde more than
hwo hundred yeors ago when the colonists’ revalt
started here, it's in the forefront of progress again.
In the North End, twenty-nine-year-cld Harvard
graduates Tracy lawrence and Sasha Novake-
vich of GetConnecled.com raised 1.5 million del-
lars to start an online business—a year and a half
out of school. (Their company provides compari-
son shopping for felecommunications.) That is just
one of many success sfories in the city’s stilllour
ishing tech center. In the South End, a newly chic
neighborhood of restored row houses hos become
a finedining destination. In the theater disirict,
nightlite impresario Seth Greenberg, who moved
here from the Homplans, is giving Boston's bald.
foce names o place to be seen. Even on the ele-
gant, Eurcpean-feeling Newbury Sireet, historic
storefronts sell clothes from Tokye, Antwerp, and
beyond. With more than fifty colleges and univer-
sities in the area, Boston con't help but seem
young. It's quite true that some of the scene-makers
are old-money refugees, not unlike the fictional
Oliver Barratt IV of Love Story, but the entrepre-
neurial energy now fueling the cily is invigorating
the: cultural landscape, bringing with it a fresh siyle
that is more Paris than Preppy Handbook. =
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ULTIMATE HABITATS

(Uiniless otherwise noted, alf area codes
are i)

THE MEXT MEIGHBORHOOD: % hile
Beacon Hill, with itz Georgian town-
houses and paslit streers, is stll the maost
desrable place 1o live, the cool new ad-
dress s a Victorian row house in the
Sourh End. “Tt's dose cnuu.gh tev the
Back Bay and the Financial Dhstrict to
he converient for work, bur wich leafy
packs and tres-lined screers, residents
feel rorally removed from the cgy's hus-
tle and bustle,” says realior Melinda
Sarkis, marketing agent for Hammond
Residencial GMAC. This Former
wurl-:ing—v:]a:cs enclave has seen a
dramatic change, as # creative group of
pioneers has opened chic resturanis
{more than thirty sinee 1990}, arr gal-
leries, and home-design stores along
Tremont Street and Columbus Avenue,
The neighborhood's artsy, residential
feel—not unlike New York's SaHo
without the wounss—is bolstered by
the presence of young families, design-
ers, chefs, new-media cnre-
preneurs, and artists, as well
A5 ars c:rgm:jnLi.uus like the
Boston Ballet Company
and the Boston Center for
the Ares. A G00-sguare-foot
one-bedroom  aparument
rental stares ar $1,400; an en-
rire |:1'.1{|r'n:1:5—: I"r_'dur:a]-!l:.'[c
building can cost $1 mil-
linon—comparable 1o the
price of a condominium in a
rovnhouse in Beacon Hill.

JUST VISITING

OLDWORLD: The classic hotel
chaice is the Ritz-Carlton,
Boston [Adington and MNewbury
Streers, S36-5700; www ritacard-
ton.com, 5405 o 3875 a ni[#u,
spring through summer), which
offers old-wotld clegance just
sceps from the bustding retail
shops of Newbury Street. Suites
in the older section have parlors
and working fireplaces, while
wop-flocr guests get buter service
and their own :.'ll'it-:.-l".’-t club,

MEW WORLD: The chicest bedrooms are
at the new lwoury boutique hotel, XY
Beacon (15 Beacon Streer, G70-1500;
www,ivbeacon.com, 53935 o 32,300 a
I'Iighi. :Piing th ruu.gh summer). The
decor is sleek and modern (Blakes of
Londan meers Boston Brahmin) and the
petks include in-room fireplaces, fully
stocked entertainment centers, Kichl's
oilerrics, and comp|immtaq- AM-E0W T
chauffeur serice—in a Mercedes.

ULTIMATE NIGHTLIFE

Foston comes alive on weekends, when
thowsands of students hir the bars. 1t's casy
1o avoad the ,sl:umwﬁng frar pary by choos-
ing sophisticated watering haoles and
restauranes—especially during the week.
Niglife i *rvor so much about chbs any-
mare,” says interior designer Maureen
Cinffin Balsbaugh (see profile, right). “You
go u dinner, then a cool bar—or anything,
thar [local n'ﬁ;hllii' lc.lg, Seth Grc:lmhl.‘tg
fhas o hand in” Thar would include his
clube, Aria and M-80 (which he recendy
sold), or his rescaurant, Mistral (for mos
informaton, see “Uldmate Inside Track™.

THE RIGHT MIGHT 3: Wednesday nighrs
find chic Bostonians sipping marnnis at
the velvery, Russian-themed Pravda
(116 Boylseon Sereet, $82-7799). Dhinks
are [ollowed by dancing in the club in
back, Thursdays, after dinner ar the Ped-
eralist {15 Beacon Sereer, 670-1500),
the ubby restauzane in the hot XV Bea-
con Hotel, the lare-nighe stop for the
fashion ser is Lansdowne Streer, for
drinks at Maodern (36 Lansdowne
Street, 530-2 1000, best bereeeen 10:00
F.M. and midnight, ar Embassy (33
Lansdowne Street, 338-8105), or danc-
ing ar Axds (13 Lansdowne Sreer, 262-
2457}, which draws wp Dfs like Jocal fa-
vorite John Debo, who spins trance,
house, and underground. (Upstairs on
Thursday nights, Axis hosts a party
called Chrome)

Miost Fridays, & well-heeled crowd be-
gins with champagne cockeails from six
to cight o'clock at Radius (8 High Streer,
426-1234) before tucking into serious
maedern French cuisine at its high-end
restaurant, The arire Frvored hers 153 gi-
Jored suit with a ficted top beneath. Afrer
dining, groups often stop by Avalon (13
Lansdowne Streer, 202-2424).

Sarurdays, if you ean stand the crush,
Bowlston Sereet is hame ro the oxremely
popular Bar Code (955 Boylston, 421-
1818) and Vox Populi (755 Boylston,
424-8300), While both are restauranis,
the real action is at the kar, where profes
sipnals and grad students drink and so-
cialize, Anorher Boylston Street spot,
Sophia’s (1270 Boylston Screer, 351-
7001}, has owo Joors for hot Larin danc-
ing and a third for tpas. Come summer,
the roof deck opens for Latin music
under the stars. (Best afrer 00 roa.] =




Garbrielle Derrick de Papp, B
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and design adilor, =

Sundays, dinnet in the Sourh End
(see “Lldmare Habitars™) is followed by
a Jate nighe of dancing in de theater
disrricr ar Aria (246 Tremant Srreer,
J3B-70B0), where a designer-dad Euro
crowd lounges on pillow-strewn red vel-
ver couches in che bordello-like base-
ment of the Wilbur Theatre, Any
night of the week fand especially Satur-
days ar lunch), the who's-who of Beston
garhers ar Café Louis {234 Berkeley
Sereet, 260-4680), the tiny rescaurant
locared off the men's department of de-
SIgTEr emparium Lonis Boston for
wood-grilled pizeas and a fanvasic Teal-

jan wime list.

ULTIMATE
ACQUISITIONS

CHIC MALLS AND SPECIALTY SHOPS:
The most lively mall scene is ar Copley
Place (Huntingron Avenue and Dhart-
mouth Street; www.shapeopleyplace
com) in the Back Bay, where Boston
ﬁl'll'.l'l'!lﬁ ar N:iman M:ﬂrc‘us. G'L'I.L'ci.’!i
new seore [(www.gucei.com), Louis
Vuitton, Christian Dior, Coach, Bot-
tega Veneta, and Huge Boss. For spe-
clalty shops, the best include Barneys

{199 Bavlston Sereer, Chestnur
Hill, 969-5354) and Sales Fifth
Avenue (Prudential Cenrer,
262-8500].

MEWBLRY AND MEARBY: Fos-
1ar's best clathing swores eend o
stick wogether, On Mewbury
Swreer, Alan Bileerian (34 Mew-
hur:r' Streer, 336-1001) has been
catering o Boston's  edgier
dressers for twenty vears; cumrenc
afferings are fram Yohji Ya
mameote, Christian Dior, John
Galliano, and Ann Demeule-
meester, The mather bode of new
fazhion s housed juse off New-
bury ar Lomis Boston {234
Berieley Street, 262-0100}, the
source for clothes by Jil Sander,
Diries Van Moten, and Imitation
of Christ. Lowis Boston is also the
home of the popular Mario
Russe salon, and the bubbling
Cale Lowis, ]:‘.nrig']'n, femining silks
and cashmeres with a rich-
bohemian wuch and beaded bags by
Jamin Puech are sold ar Calypso (115
Mewbury Sweet, 421-1887), Serenella
134 1"\1|."1¥.'|:,'|L1r§.rJ 262-5568) stocks SEHT
“Where's the parn?™ dothes from Anna
Melimar, Pucei, and Mateise Rodriguer,
and lueee cashmeres from Lucien Pellar-
Finet. Mlatsu (239 Mewbury, 266-9707)
carries Dosa and {.'_'.-'ur.hi:d. Rowley, and
clean, simple items for body and home.
Shopping here can take on a New Age
aura—{from time 1o time theee are ap-
peacances by astrologers, aromarherapists,
and massage therapists.

HARVARD SQUARE: In Cambridge's
thriving epicenter, favorice shops in-
dude Jasmine Sela (37 Bramle Strect,
Cambridge, 334-6043), which offers
spackly Vivienne Tam parry dresses and
Theory suits, shoes, and accessones, and
Tess (20 Brattle Street, Cambridge,
B64-8377) for high-end women's
cloching from Collerte Dinnigan, TSE
Cashmers, and Serenesse. (Harried
clients make pr'watl_' ;Lpl.'ll}:.ntmﬁ':'lls
before- and afrer-hours.) Wish (49
Chares Streer, 227-4441) provides an
urban mix of Daryl K, Kaors by Michacl
Kaors, Paul & Joe, and Theory, Also

available: personal shopping and closer

organizing.

HOUSE AMD HEAD: Ars Lihei (560
Harrison Avenue, 357-5212; wwwrars-
libri.com] has the largest callecrion of
rare and gut-of-print art and archiree-
ture books in the country, Here you'll
find scholary texts alongside the Daals
;?l'f-ﬂ'u.'_'.lrh'm [53,500) and Emile Zala's
L1867 biography of Edouard Manet
[$4.500}. Repertoire {114 Boylscon
Seeeer, 420-3863) offers pure, modern
elegance in home design, with lors of
dack wood, sleek uphaolstery, Tralian
lighting, and mendy Bulthaup kirchens,
You should no: miss Koo de Kir (34
Charles Streer, 723-8111) on antiques-
filled Charles Strecr. [t siocks cool,
clever, and affordable housewares, fur-
niture, and gifts from around the world,
including plump felt floar cushions,
erched Indian glasses, and archirecrural
candles, all ar affordable prices.

ULTIMATE INSIDE
TRACK

OM THE STREET: A sampling of the
Scurh End can be found in its lively
street life and local haunes: There's oof-
fee at Francesca's (364 Tremont Street,
482-9026), gourmet food ar South End
Formaggio (208 Shawmut Avenue,
350-6996), after-work  drinks  ar
Tremont 647 (547 Tremont Streer,
266-4600), and Franklin Café (278
Shawmur Avenue, 350-0010}. You can
shap for French linens and cockeail shak-
ors at Fresh Emi {58 Clarendon Strect,
247-8150), find Karim Rashid chairs
and Aalto vases at Laboratory Home
Experimentation (577 Tremont Soneer,
266-7300), and grab post-shopping
treats at Flour Bakery + Café (1595
Washington Street, 2674300, The best




dining spots are the friendly Claremaont
Cafe (535 Columbus Avenue, 247-
9001}, the sophisticated Truc (360
Tremaont Screer, 338-8070), the trendy
Mistral {223 Columbus Avenue, B67-
9300). the upscale Hamersley's Bistro
(333 Tremone Street, 423-
27001, the lively Metropolis
Café (5384 Tremaont Street,
247-2931), breakbast Favorie
Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe
(429 Columbus Avennge, 536-
F668), and u]sic}' Thar ar
House of Siam (542 Colum-
bus Averie, 267-17551,

ARTRUL SOCIAUZING: Friday
nig,hlx from 3:30 1o 9:30
r.M., the Museum of Fine
Arts (405 Huntingron Av
enue, 267-9300: wwrwr,mfa
gl |'.-ri:1g.i art lovers torgethe
for cockails, music, and min-
gling. I's a grear place to ren-
dezvous with friends or o
meet #es friends, since some
in the crowd—uwhich ranges
in age from twenty to fifty—
have more than just abstract
expressionisn on their minds,
The museum is also open
untl 9:45 p.si. on Wednes-
days; $12, members admirted
free. The Tuesday Night
Club was created by six grad
studenes o make geting to-
gether casier as cheir careers ook off,
The group now includes 273 voung
professionals in the high-tech sector,
Friends (and friends of friends) receive
an e-mail announcing the week's loca-
rion, ranging from Clerys bistro (113
Darcmourh Screer, 262-9874) in the
South End o Miracle of Seience, 2 bar
and grill {321 Massachusetts Avenue,
B68-2866) in Cambridge. “Tt's an in-
stant necwork,” savs co-founder Mike
Walker. To ger on the lise, ask friends in
new media. While it's not a seerer, and
newcomers are welcome, they try to
kb:.','!l thi!‘l?ﬁ small. Onee VoL e 1, ]f-:.."u.i.;
never have to |1|'.1r1 anather Tnesdu}'
|‘Ijg1':|'[.. _-'1!I. Liie U‘]]]}"‘ il]- [%I::lﬁ':l]."l l','x,lh'riL'.l"..L'i_',
the shomws ar the legendary Hasty Pud-
ding Theater (12 Holvoke Street,
[:-.llﬂl.'ll'j.dlﬂﬁ‘-. A95-5205; x'f'l.\'w.|'|;|.x'L:.'[}u|.|-

ding.org) are not just for Hareard sou-
dents. The l"utltl'mg is the UNiversiry's
205-year-old "no-holds-barred dl':_l.;__-_
burlesque” where male undergrads per-
form elaborate Farces like “1 Ger No
Kick from 'f-..l:llap:tigl'u." Afterward, cthe

adjoining restaurant, Up Stairs at the
Pudding (10 Holyoke Street, 864-
1933, locared in the club's dining halls,
is a favorite among locals like Julia

Child, who come as much for the high-
ceilinged, country-mansion decor and
SE.kx'luCLIJ:J.l' zlgal'l.ln_'l: TCrTace as ﬂw:;' do for
the high]j.' rated MNew Amencan culsine
For more serious I|:.-'."=|[-c'|'. there's the
American Repertory Theater (Loch
Diramia Center, 64 Brattle Street, Can-
|1|'id54.'. S547-8300; www amrep -::)I.'f.',.:'-
also known for its star-studded annual
sumimer benefic (which has featured Al
Pacino, Gwyneth Palerow, and Ben AF
fleck). The Boston Photo Collaborative
{67 Brookside Avenue, Tamaica Plain,
924-772%: -.'."'.-.'x-r.|‘.u::ﬁlunphnm.nrg], a
nonprofic group that teaches inner-ciey
children the joys of photography, hosts

an annual all-star auction, where you
cann bid on works donared by artists such
as William Wegman and Duane
Michals, Nostalgia for |‘|ri5]11 college
days 15 satisfied here every fall when the
annual Head of the Charles regarta
draws thousands of fans from
around the country, who
come to cheer on their Bavorite
uolchL— boat and take part in
the tradition-steeped party, Or
if vour college days meant
great professors, Brookline
‘Booksmith {279 Harvard
Streer, SGAG6-
Gl;www. brooklinebook

Brookline,

smith.com) hosts some of the
best bimonthly readings in
town, with guests ranging
from Frank McCourt to Is-
abel Allende Hn‘l‘_;:. and
browsers welcome, Unusual
movie programs arract those
in the know, especially stu-
dents from nearby MIT,
Kendall Square Cinema (]
Kendall Square, Cambridge,
494-0800) for nine screens of
indie :il'ltl r'-ui"i.'-IIL",I'L I]-|L|-.n and
cushy seats.

BODY BEAUTIFUL: The spare,
\LI|1t'r:I11l::l|:|t'!'I‘.| Umi (75 MNew-
bury 247-0770),
o |.:ljv' Boston's 1'-;_1}'.11 L=
|~||-.' of chic salons [[I:ﬂ.-r';.':_l"
Drauksevich and Lesly DiStephano), of:

Street,

fers curring-edee cuts and colors—and
will g]'\{: clients a grear blow-out before
tl’:i‘:.' hit the town. Harred Boscon busi-
NESSWOITIEN Swear E'._l.' Polished {1-2606-
POLISHED). Young entreprencur
Kristin Rhyne has ;:-l'ur;n:‘d & Imini-spa in
].u:_.:.'l.n .-"’l.ir|:lc:Tl1:1 Dielra verminal C, proe-
viding travelers with quick treatments,
from manicures to IMASSAZES; 40 OULPOSE
in Boston sends aesthencians ro a diend's
home or office. Le Pli at the Charles
Hotel {5 Bennerr Sereet, f'_',-,unhridil.._-,
B0:4-1200) 15 a Faverice for facials and
mrasige. Nﬂ‘.‘l"lli!'ll.' Street’s B A,]:m[lm-
cary (167 Newbury Streer, 800-604-
G635) srocks l.'irl,u::“_t' every product fior
hair, skin, face, and body, from Bliss,
Shu Uemura, and Poole to L' Artisan

Parfumeur and Garren MNew York.



