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French Fare
Celeste Cooper of Repertoire gives a modern twist to the Provengal theme for restaurant Mistral in Boston

CELEsTE Coorrr is a confirmned modermist. S whal was she 1o doovath o res

tarant commission whose predetermined decorative flavor was at oceds

with her preferved westhetic? Taking cues from the restiurant’s name, not
from the elements epically asociated with an overplased Provence motl,
Cooper was determuned 10 avaid ceeating vet anether "Plerve Deas theme
park.” The narne Mistral is aken from the dey wind (hat biows through
southern France and the Medierrancan
coastline, For Cooper, whe alse heads ap
the design and merchandsing eompo-
nent of Repertivire in Boston, mastial
evakes, she savs, “a Frisson of excitement
ame] enchantment” elusive gqualities i
she in urm sought w define the projecc
Mistrak, the rescarant, cune stached o
larger endeavor, Bs sie, ooginally o bicy=

cle Factory, later, iconically, headoguartem

fow Cabhners Publishing {feferor Desgm s
prarent company, was to be iansformed
inte o condomininm complex. Conper’s
full conumission entatled the develop-
ment of residential Bayvouts and specifice
fioms as well as design of the bmbding's
pruldic spaces plus restarant.

Mind seve associations with restauranis
in Provence invariabbye call up charming,

intimately scaled haites, Certandy the

Ll client awcd, in oo, s chemele woulil

hold espectanions along these lies,

Clonper acliits, But the architesture of e 700000 L expanse with TR0
high ceilings and soaring arched windows possessed sivong Beaex Aots
rowts, Given condiions and stated desares thus presented aoneal contrace
tion. Confronting the space, Cooper was guided b her resoluge design. —

Mg Witk fra v drim el navseed freenoorts, Mistral 5 ey sigm i cxeried af wvwerg I fron

Dfapisite: While mperbevirely mary b e el aise deizel 1o

Prence, their sigde
weeselrelvaet 5 eerindArg et o el Widdver sevili vy, anveumit iz, Daerlees cenial slote ave
sl st i asaifern altituede ot cnanfileaens the bildine s Beame Aris oo
WICKER CHAIRS: BIRESTIONS. CHAMGELIERS: BLANCHE FEELD. DHAPLRIES: FIMELINES {f
TIOM); DSEORNE & LITTLE; PAYME [FABRICE). BAWQUETILS: TOW LITTLE. LPSD
CLAREMCE MOUSE, UPHOLSTERED CHAIRS, SCCESSORILS: REPERTOIRE. LP
FORTHILL; MANMUEL GCAMOVAS

Y FAR

TERY FAERICS:

PHOTOGRAFHER: PETER MARCAINELLI]
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theory, “Wou do what the architecture elis
vt o cho,” shye savs, “To o thas inie acspace
Tl ol French provineial vigneies woold be
toviolate the architecture,”

Cooper-defines her initial design sk
“tarning the space t create awarm and in
ot clining enviromment, We wanted ooake
.{lII.;J\HIEIHd,' af the l;_-;'.'.-mrl||<_-v$1'\.1|'|1-:|'||| [ |'|,':|,Ii|:55._
false granclenc” Thus her plan for the -
shaped space with 2 vold a0 is cenwer foa
codo access 15 predicated oo the "less @
mare” o1 e well enongl alone” theony
Ihreugh careful placemem of elements
mterflowing spaces were skillfudly manipolat
el oy offer experiences suggeaing horh cos
settngs and mpressive deanm,. The open
-ev'gl'.\im.':r-':i thee natin -'||1||1|;_: ruxlrn._:i-:'mliugﬁll.
takes full achantage of wirmse grehbitectoral
assers gk orand solume theough noninroe
sive Dackgrounds of skae Neoring ad
stuazhdorvand banlag sheers, In survonnd-
g areas, Loope through  Tor |'|i.\|'|i|1gﬁ
Chasices s mibodmal aorchiteciorld intenven-
ey, wis ahle 1o ereare zones with [PREC e
;1“1.' dillli!lis]lﬂl seale andd ronmlike -:||I.1|.iliL'.~
dlesprie the Biet thal they are caseagially oper.
Giemerous armehairs, ephalsiered seating
amiel apubiks coeasional lles sugrest a salon
aclpcent o the enor whille the succeeding

cockiail lounge exhibis o more fanciful, -+

A Ve clinanz o, sviling (Ol exfabils dofh
erformenl and formel s as establisled by ool
u?r.ln'r.l:y.'}flr‘.i.

Lt Tl Do Crhibiad] cvveer wepresones Nesmsls-on
coredi Gy Caoniafret. Pl R g e af st cenerede
aned dile frl oo aveetfiennd oo lI'I'i'.'J-H-"i'l'-'?'.'.f:.. feiss v
easteatter it o fiateel sl mosade, Conferale
cevairad e cotlage, seleeting fiteatagrafier o 2ot
Freges geed singeingr e saims seth a chel s bl

FILE: SHEP BROWM. PAR STIKAE: REPERTQIRE. LIGHTING:
LUCEPLAN  THROWGH  REPERTOIRE. FHOTD  WURAL:
DEMETRIUG COMSTANTINUS |FHOTOCRAFY], COLDRTEK
[EXECUTION], FLOWERS [THROLEHDUT ) BLOOMING AFFAIRS.

{Nifrasi ey A serbesrs ard s fulnese iy owaled adineent
S ety et seafingr for 15 s salid sk ecea-
saonnl Feadley .ll'-"'rl'r.lll'x'r." far fhe ,I:mlﬁr.-r

CHARE, AOCES50AIES: REPERTGIRE. AAMGUET TES: TOM LIT-
TLE. UFHCLSTERY %I, TEBLES; CHRISTOPHER DRONDHER
FRERICS: MANUEL CANDYWES; KRAVET. CUBTAIN FABRICS: MCK
LENDA LERSEN; OSBORNE B LITILE
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INTERIOR DESTEN FERRLU

artistic qualine. Here, a tile and conorete s
cappeed by the desgner’s provocative 20-ft.-
TR COMAELETC, ol LT L LS8 A L -0 b
lonwg collage. acomputer-generated compos

tiom of ko shic segmenis and French

writings, all of it singed @t the edges with a
chels wach vsed to finish cocme brilde.
Another intimate zone, ecstablished warth stue-
creed 1i||'E|'1:1|"|.' elevanon and lonin i :’n".'|1il'|§'__
phus table service for bpdoer e ds designal-

cel the cade, Private parties acouor o the wine

coellar dominated v a gridded wall for hotde
storage and accessories displa

T amspive sumbmanee while eschewing liee
al translavon, Cooper took the elemenis
associnied with Provence—sione, stucen Ii||':
wealhered wood, lerma=cotia, &-.1'r:|,|§_{| v iran
|:l|||'l.1|:l |.||||= liseal Hlowvers ancl ;.':I'.l.\'-l.'w—.-'lﬂl:'
“turmed them on edge” she savs, Sheaves of
grass form a visual fricee above the bar Nat-
wral bk is given an haue couture treat
e when used in combimation witl a bril-
fiamt grdkd band of material ar draperies
celige. And wirought inon chandeliers, strctly
!I.II.I”L'I T r.II'.' ‘||.i|| E"':‘u ':'I:"n.||||:||. 1 i 1i|!|
and graceful additon. As for fuorniture,
whether it be antigues purchased e cthe
south of France, pleces [rom Repertolres
ot internation] collection, or ems dewk
apeel for the project with en eve woward even-
tual manuiaenre, Coopers overriding con-

ErT weks o ol A .III.' HIR .1I:I.| I.":l.l'.l Li "lk

prececenee over ulira- and precions.
Olvesall, shie savs, “the approach was intended
o bz grisp. graphic and modern—aoo oute,
tucs Kitsch s o prings.”

Crollaborating with Cooper on the vear-
lomg project was architect Pawrick Sharkey,
awlser ceedited for the comndominiom con-

‘|'I'1'1.iI:II'|. —'.ll..ﬂll.l“ll':’lil.ll"u'i

Ao Thearipee i, stk 1oae elerss-fiy

g wamts, drm wefey Hap fay ||I'|-| { penane i faliaes

_fh.-'.-.-.'l’.--.-l'.-.l..-..-'l 1
r'ill'.-lf--.-\.l.-_' Foaoksferrs e |
The stweco fireiiee wall i e
teasted with wiches Jow ferw colfe ceamon ey

rief ||'l|"| o Ir'n".'fl". e

anke et

PO ATERED SEATENG, OCCASIGHEL TARLES, CHRISTOPHER
ORANCER, FABRICS; GLAMNT, 0SBO0RNE B LITTLE.
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